


Jessie Colling talks to
Armanda Byram about getting
mamed, growing wiser and
txaing in the right place at the
nght time.
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manda Byram has some excinng news from LA, 5he also has antimshed
business there, and when we ficse meet she 1 aboue to retarn after laving
over three years ago, thinking she would never want to go back. Bur there
4 bein some water under the bri 1]51‘.' snce then, She has been hu&!ln; the
v:r!.' successhul Toral Wipeont game show on the BBC and has gor engaged o ex-
rughy mternational-turned rogby agent, Crasg Meblollen. Thmps bave moved on,
professionally and persenally, and the ame seems right to revisie ber pase. “1 hoseed
a upur."ial ot the rﬂ]-'a] l.'ullﬂll]ing faor TLC (the LIS cable chamsel b and my apent i, of
ever there was a good nme to come back, come now. | spent two months thinking
“do [ really want to dea this, do [ really want to go back? 1% a bt of a milestoms for
mie because | left LA behind and never wanted anymaore to doowich i “Bar as time
has pone on” she comtmues 1 have matured meo hie back in Londen and | kave
foumd myselfin a contented place. Everyething has been staromg to fall inte place and
fimally [ fioc] ke maybe 'moready to go back anad tackle soamethimg that [ thank [ left
untimished, | look back on stuft and think | should have done this and | should have
dore that. S0 a0 a sense 1% a hetle b of dosure For me.”

There i5 alsa a bit of heusekeeping to take care of. She snll has an aparement there
that she has been toviog with selling, 1 feel hike [ left so many thoags untied becanse
when | lefe | eouldn’ waie to gee out, | had juse mee Craig, we were living in France
and it was the furthes |t'ap Ll could ke away from L&, BMow | am o a plarut'
where if a job comes up over there I'd be delighted ro doir. Before of a job came up
miy heart sank, 1 didn't want o spend another year away from Gaomly and foends
and being single in LA, With Tose! Wipeow, 0% a constant and souff in Lendon is
g really wiell, S feels likes a pood e vo go back and see what happens.™
And happen it did. As we are going to press she calls from her London home
having qust retarsed from LA with preat mews. Fox has signed ber up te presemt
their Emmy preshow (which garners massive ranngs every vear in the L) and for
thee ezt e 1 her career she bhas been Eil.'un ke own show i the UK. a o talent
comtest called Dot Stop Me New laamching on Sky One HIY this astumn. The
talent come-game show packs its contestants from the audience, all of which are
aspiring entertainers. The audience vore on each act with sudden death being dolled
aut to these that fail wo impress, "Being able o do the URKLA thing s something
| have wanted to do for ages. And | have been really lucky in the past. 1 have just
mianaged 1o be i the apght place at cthe nghe dome, When | go to mectings people ask
me “What 15 18 you really want e ded”, 'm a jobbing presenter. | want to work. |
want o work on things | enpoy, 1 want to do somethog that | ean be myseld m.”
Al this does come on the back of the incredible success of BB Toeal Wipeomwr
which she adomits bas cortnly been a boon, Co-prosented by Top Gear's Richard
Hammend, it features tweney contestants a week who mtwally humiliate themselves
in a series of challenges o an attempt to wen L100000, For those whe haven't seen
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it it involves |nuki1|g it across alimost i.ll.'l[liﬁ::il'll.ll.' assanlt courses, with p:l:rli-:.'ipunls ||*sl.|u.|]:|' l:.||.d:i|:||: U
upside down in peels of water, or mud, or both, accompanied by dubbed booing noises and comedy
splash sounds, It s ndwalously silly fanad really funny) and has grown massave audwnces since it Airst
aired in early 2060%. %0 much so, that four days prior o our interview news comes in thar it has been
recommissioned for a fifth senes.

Filmed i Arpentina, whar goes on behind the sceres, Byram explains, 15 almost as colourful as the
cecapades on film. “Regardless of the comtestants doing masd soaff, o's Arpentina, s not the maost
professiomal environment e ever been i, [F a cameraman walked inge the BRC with a cigarette and a
pautch on has eve whils Glmang we and the smoke was goimg accoss the lens, e would be Ored. Whereas
Marnange, my favourite cameraman in the whole world, flicks ie on to dry grass, the grass starts o
smake. You are ke, really B O mormng we get to the set to And that armesd men bad come duning,
the night and held up the securiry guard and stolen every piece of equipment we had. The follewing
mermng we come v and the cameras bad Aeamed up and they den’t really know how to gee i off the
lenses, Mext nme we had the most torrennal rans, we couldn't film, everything was immersed. One
af the sets blew up. [ There was an] actoal fire on the Crash Mowtain o of the key obstacles on the
show ], Mo one knows how it happened, Yoo could make a show ot of behind the scenes. Bt s also
ame of the reasons v-]q.' wir lowe it [0 a haven for ]H:ll.-l.'nli.:ll digasters.”

And 0 case your wondering, she hasn' rackled the course berself (the BBL won't insure berl, nor
daes she tatend to, =1 don® see the doing of ot as fun, [ love the watchang of i 1e% a crazy show bue |
lowe the tact that it's so popular becavse its juse silly and fune 2% bubble gum for the bramn.™

The =epa ratioa froan ber fancd that the !|'|.||.'||.i:||,g schedule demands s not hl'.ll.'lli.'l.l'liill,,!.'., shie relishes, and
though they had planmed to ger married this year, work commirments have meant they have had o
pastpone. “Craig proposed an a Sunday and [ lef for Argentinag for 14 weeks ana Monday so though
I was engagzed | was feeling less amtached than | did before. Mow we are just enpoving being in [ig]- | am
r.l|:||g.' back a few months Fram |'|.r4.'l.'|:|1:i|1u and am due o ﬂ.:r back .!Il.'.-.'li.l:l in Ohtaber. 5o this yuoar for the
wedding 15 oue.™

Cretting engaged has thrown up s own set of surprises too, 10 semethimg I'd always santed b
now that marriage is on the honzon it doesn™ mean as musch o me as e did before | gor engaged.™
She cates Elizabeth Gilbert™s book Compntied [the 'El.'l.|l.ll.'|. to Fal, Fr.:}'. Lows) as |.1|-i|1|.'.i|:|l.: buer st of the
“bubhle’ ot ohsession with having, the perfect wedding, the pertect day, and to realise that it isn't aboat
the wedding. it's about the marnage. “[ had complewely los aght of that,” she adms, ® for me now it's
mere abour that everything is strucrucal ly night for a marnage. [ am alsa gerting my head arcond the
vdea of being married becanse | have been so independent for so lomg.™

For the moment London is home o them both, bue that doeso’t lonk serin stone. “For [Crang| work
can b Franee, or can be m Aostralia, bot [ don’t thenk be's the bipgest London fan. He's a Svdoey
bay. He has grven up a lob for me because my career 15 hased there. Bue it difficule because [ have to
turn arcumd and go o a ok for twe menths ve gor to be vecy mmdiol of that™

Bur fimally making a home in London has given her new perspective on her time in L& oo, “When
Ileft voomeve o LA, 1 was maserable, 1 dudn’ wanmt te have anything to deosath Landon apam. 1 had
broken up with Paddy [Kielty, wha she dated before moving], | had just bought my apanment there, |
udin't have thar iy friends, For me it was soulless. 1t searved 1o becoae what LA became at the end.
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Sa o | have o wonder whether 1% the place or o' the person.™

The experience, she says in hindsight, has not been in van. “I've learnt a lor abowt
miyself ance | moved oo L& and came back, thas whole kuid of resurpgonce, especially
i what [do, it's sich o selfcritical job, vou are always walking on eggshells. | chink
I have rouphened mysell up over a penod of time, sometimes a linde b voo moch.
Sometimes | think [ve kind of become that really stromg, mdependent woman that’s
kind of anmeving for men to be around. But syith Crang be lets me boeathe, be lets mae
doeverything that [ need to do, ver he's soll chere as a parmer and as a suppore so there
1 definnely a happy medhom.™

I soll a delicare balance she admirs, preventng the self-sufficiency so keenly
developed from letting any vulseralaliey through, =0 defimeely feel that i my ald age
| have become someone | am proud of but somenmes | wish | wasn't so beadserong.
Thas industry has done a log for me o some ways bat sometomes Twish [ was this meek
little person who was like “you do everything for me!™, [ don't want it o make me oo
atronp that Tean't et anvone do anything for me”

When it comes to family, she s refreshingly noe everly pressunsed about becoming a
parent, “1am 38, 1 am nor getting any younger, Aod [ don't think you are ever ready.
I my business you always think you have to do the nexe thing and the mext thing
before you can do that. [ hke dangling a careot o front of you your whole hie, ome
day you wake up and go, | caught the carrot ages ago. | filled up on carrets and | can't
see that. B0 there has (o come a pl.lin! where f.:rl1i|!.' biconmes a priﬂ-ril!!.'. For me I:It'ing a
career waman | have always focosed on chat and | really love whae [ do, | do have to
b mamadful of thae a legle more, and ey and not keep poang for the carroe!™

The future then, seems to be abour trying to go a hietde easier, and not
cxpecting oo mich, though this seems et o be pested more than ever gven the
incredibly hecnic schedule she 15 abour o embark wpon. 1 am a pertectiomst m
cverythmg, there s the shiny perfect Amanda that sogar-coars evervthimg and
it all wrapped wp, then there a5 the realise Amanda. You need o ger our of the
uhirl!.' p'EIFt'\L'I wrld, EL'Er!.'ilinE, dawean’t have to be a certain Way, &0 I am It'arrling
just 1 do things my way, not puse the way that everyone expects them to be done.
Ao 'm learmng., Um growing up, Goally?™ W

k@ maybe

Dran't Srop Me Meowr bogins on Sky | HD or 23 Seprember
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